
November 2011  4200 Dike Road  Winter Park, Florida 32792  407 746-9050    FAX: 407 746-9025 
 

Dear Parents and Students, 

 

I am pleased to announce that our discussions with the School Board and county have come to fruition with regard to the traffic problems at LHHS. 

We have met with traffic engineers and contractors, and they have come up with plans for a redesigned entrance and traffic/pedestrian patterns in our 

parking lots. Construction is due to take place during the winter break and will include increased traffic lanes, redesigned traffic flow, redesigned 

pedestrian flow with sidewalks and fencing. These improvements should facilitate better traffic movement and safer conditions for all. 

 

With the school year well underway, the first progress reports and report cards have already been sent home. Please remember that all students must 

pass all classes (24 credits for 2012 graduates; 26 credits for underclassmen), maintain a 2.0 grade point average, and pass the FCAT and/or End of 

Course exams in order to graduate with their class. If your student received a D or an F, please be sure to contact the teacher so we can work together 

to keep all students on track to graduate.  

 

Many resources are available to assist our students including online textbooks, tutoring, FCAT explorer and test taking workshops. Check the school 

website for specific information on FCAT, SAT and ACT preparation www.lakehowell.scps.k12.fl.us. A key factor in student success is parental 

involvement, and I want to invite you to be an integral part of Lake Howellôs success by working with our School Advisory Council, PTSA, 

dividends or boosters. Your involvement truly makes a difference at Lake Howell High School where our theme for 2011-2012 is ñSilver Hawks ï 

The New Standard of Excellenceò.  

 

A graduation date has been tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, May 30, 2012, at 1:15 p.m. at the UCF Arena. The last day for our seniors is 

May 23, and the last day for underclassmen is May 30 (a half-day due to exams). 

 

As we begin planning for the 2012-13 school year, it is important to recognize that SCPS faces a budget shortfall in excess of 20 million dollars. The 

ramifications of this will have a tremendous impact on all high schools. Discussions addressing this shortfall include such things as: increased class 

sizes, elimination of extracurricular, music, and athletic programs, elimination of selected transportation routes, closing of schools and a four-day 

work week, among others. We need our parents to become active and speak out to save these programs. Now is the time! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Frank L. Casillo 

Principal 
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Guidance News, Ms. Melissa Barney, Director 

 
Counselors have been very busy this first nine weeks getting to know their students, as well as continuing to enro ll new ones 

almost daily. Senior credit checks were conducted to discuss graduation requirements and post high school plans. Each senior 

also received numerous handouts discussing post high school planning. Seminole State College hosted , òCollege Night,ó 

showcasing over 350 colleges. We also have a new College & Career Center Located in the Media Center. Students can stop by 

before or after school and during lunch to gather information about post -secondary options.  

 

The PSAT was given on October 12. This i s only given once a year and is a good practice for the SAT. This test is the only 

chance for juniors to compete in the National Merit Scholarship competition. Many of our students attended the SAT/PSAT 

Prep course we offered in the first 9 weeks and the f eedback from the students was very positive!  

 

FCAT make-up exams were given in October for Juniors and Seniors who still need this exam for graduation. Scores for this 

test administration should be back before the winter break.  

 

Seniors ð Seniors should b e completing college applications during this second nine weeks and sending transcripts, if they have 

not done so. Florida colleges fill up quickly as supply is less than the demand. Transcripts can be ordered at the guidance d esk.  

 

Tips for Seniors & Par ents from College Financial Services  

o Find out about grants & scholarships that are available in your state; make sure you understand the requirements . 

o Find out if the schools of your choice have their own financial aid applications that need to be filled o ut. Be sure to 

request one now if you have not done so.  

o Donõt assume you wonõt qualify for need-based financial assistance. Apply even if you think you wonõt qualify. Students 

who receive financial assistance come from a wide variety of family income level s since many factors effect eligibility.  

o Make sure you know about all the deadlines. Deadlines vary from school to school and program to program, and are very 

rarely extended!  

o Make copies or notes about all documents you send; record when and to whom you s ent them.  

o The FAFSA can be submitted anytime after January 1, 2012. Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov, the official website for the free 

financial aid form. Guidance and the Lake Howell PTSA will offer a financial aid workshop  the evening of January 25, 

201 2.  This is a must for all families who would like help in understanding the process!  

o Registration for Bright Futures opens December 1, 2011 , for seniors. Counselors will notify students of this, but you 

may also visit www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org  for more information.  

 

Scholarship Information -  Scholarship information is beginning to arrive. As this is received, the information is placed on the 

announcements, as well as being posted in classrooms, and application information is listed for students on the Guidance website. 

Seniors should be checking weekly for this information. Computers with internet access are available for students to use in t he 

Media Center for s cholarship searches.  

 

Bright Futures -  Any student who applies for the Bright Futures Scholarship MUST complete an online application at 

www.MyFloridaEducation.com/brfuture . Once the application is  completed, each student will receive a PIN number by mail or 

email, for future access. It is important that you don't lose this information as you will need to access your scholarship fo r the 

next four years with this login and pin. Senior parents, please  make sure your student completes the online application. This 

application process opens  for this yearõs seniors December 1, 2011.  

 

Test Dates -  Registration booklets and practice booklets are available in the guidance lobby. You can also register and acce ss 

practice materials online at: www.collegeboard.com for the SAT and at www.act.org for the ACT. Please note the registration 

deadlines are usually one month before each test  date.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAT  ACT 

December 3  December 10  

January 28  February 11  

March 10  April 14  

May 5  June 9  

June 2   

AP Exams May 7 - 18  

FCAT Writing  February 28 ð March 1  

FCAT Reading  April 16 - 27 

Geometry EOC April 23 - May 1  

Algebra EOC  May 10 - 18 

Biology EOC May 2 -  9 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/
http://www.myfloridaeducation.com/brfuture
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/


From PTSA President Sally Harmon  
 
Did you know that Lake Howell High School has a 

Facebook page?  There are many announcements on this 

page daily, so become a friend and be informed!  

Stand Up for Seminole County Public Schools is an 

outgrowt h of the Seminole County Council of PTAs and 

hopes to gain countywide support in a drive to force the 

state Legislature to adequately fund schools.  For more 

information regarding this endeavor and how you can help, 

join the Lake Howell PTSA, log onto the SCCPTA web-site 

or join the SCCPTA Facebook page.  One way you can help is 

to write your area legislators and tell them Seminole 

County schools canõt succeed with more and more funding 

cuts.  Donõt know who they are?  Go to 

www.semcoelections.org! 

December 2 is the date for our òHoliday Treats 

for Teachers.ó   If you would like to help the PTSA spread 

a little holiday cheer to our staff and teacher s, simply 

bring some treats (cookies, brownies, bars, fudge or ot her 

sweets) and drop them off at school on the morning of 

December 2.  The teachers and staff will visit the mailroom 

during their lunch hour to sample the goodies and take a 

plate of the treats home with them.  For more details, look 

on the LHHS Facebook page or PTSA e-mails if youõre a 

PTSA member. 

The purpose of the PTSA is to support the faculty, 

staff, parents, and most especially our students at Lake 

Howell High School.  Your PTSA dues also make it possible 

for the state PTA and national PTA to advoca te for our 

childrenõs education in Tallahassee and Washington, DC.  

The PTSA helps support many programs at Lake Howell, 

including but not limited to:  òHelp a Hawkó, Blood Drive, 

Dividends, Teacher Scholarships and Student Scholarships, 

and Financial Aid night.  In order to keep helping these 

programs, we need your help.  Simply fill out the PTSA 

Membership form below and return it to the front office.   

 

 

 

 

LHHS PTSA MEMBERSHIP FORM (Please write legibly)  

(MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO LHHS PTSAéRETURN FORM TO 7TH  HOUR TEACHER OR ADMIN. OFFICE)  

MEMBERSHIP IS $5.00 PER MEMBERSHIP        AMOUNT  

Student name:________________________________________________Grade_________  $___________  

Student name:_______________________________________________Grade__________  $_______ ____  

Member name (parent/g.parent):_______________________________________________  $___________  

Member name (parent/g.parent):_______________________________________________  $___________  

        DONATION TO LHHS PTSA   $___________  

        TOTAL ENCLOSED    $___________  

E-Mail address:________________________________________________________ (for information updates)  

Circle below if you are interested in helping with or would like more information on:  

Serve on PTSA Board            Staff Appreciation Events            Assist with Blood Drive         Any area needing help    

  

 

 

 

Register Today as a Dividend  
 

Parents, if you are a volunteer  in any capacity  (sports, band, 

theater, etc) at school, you m ust be a registered Dividend.   

You can register at www.scps.k12.fl.us at any time.   

Registered last year you say?   You need to register every 

year.  It's important to keep track of the time you 

volunteered as it benefits the school.   You can do this any 

number of  ways.  You can log in and out on the school's 

computer in the front office.   You can now also record your 

time from your own computer at home through the 

www.scps.k12.fl.us site, especially if you õr e volunteering is 

after school hours.   You can also keep written track of your 

hours writing down the time you start and end your activity 

and the date , then  turn it into the front office .  Ask that 

they place the document in the PTSA mail box for 

forwarding to the appropriate school personnel for 

inputting.  

   
 

 
 

http://www.semcoelections.org/
http://www.scps.k12.fl.us/
http://www.scps.k12.fl.us/


Silver Hawk Athletics  
 

With the Fall Season coming to a close, t ryouts have started for most of the Winter S ports, with games getting under way. 

Spring Sports will be starting before you know it; ple ase contact the coaches listed below for more information or have your 

students listen to announcements for specific dates and times.  
 

Please visit our website for information on eligibility and check out the link to www.highschoolsports.net  or www.c2cschools.com; 

these sites will allow you to find the most up -to -date schedules for each sports team.  
 

The athletic office is slowly starting a clothing store to help ge t Lake Howell apparel out into the community. Stop by at the end 

of November to check out the new merchandise.   
 

If at any time you have questions, or need information please feel free to contact the Athletic Department, and as always  
 

GO SILVER  HAWKS!  
 

Danya Harris, Athletic Director, 407 - 746 - 9057  

Sport  Season Start Date  Coach E-mail 

Lacrosse - Girls  1/30/12  Jeff Myers  Jeffre y_Myers@scps.k12.fl.us   

Lacrosse - Boys 1/30/12  Yohan Hazen Yohan@timbercreativegroup.com   

Tennis 1/16/12  Amy Bassinger Amy_Bassinger@scps.k12.fl.us   

Water Polo  1/30/12  Manser Kierstead  Manser_Kierstead@scps.k12.fl.us   

Baseball 1/16/12  Paul Giambalvo Paul_Giambalvo@scps.k12.fl.us  

Softball  1/16/12  Tom Kreahling  Thomas_Kreahling@scps.k12.fl.us   

Track  1/23/11  TBA TBA 

Boys Weightlifting  2/6/12  Tom Oliver  Thomas_Oliver@scps.k12.fl.us   

Boys Volleyball  2/13/12  Scott Leman  Scott Leman@scps.k12.fl.us   
 

Come out and support your athletic teams at Tijuana Flats on Aloma and 

Tuskawilla on the 3 rd  Wednesday of every month. Come to Tijuana Flats and 

support your Silver Hawks!  
 

 

Lake Howell Theater Company  
USED BOOK DRIVE!  

 

The theater program at Lake Howell High School has been offered an 

excellent opportunity to expand its theatrical library!  
 

BRIGHTLIGHT BOOKS, a used book store in Casselberry, will let us trade 

used books of any genre  for theatrical scripts, performer biogr aphies, 

drama textbooks, etc . 

 

Our students will make excellent use of the scripts and other books for 

class projects, company productions, and Thespian competitions.  
 

If you have any used books you would be willing to donate please drop them 

off in the LH HS Theater Classroom  (Building 4, Room 105) or at the front 

desk of the administration building.  
 

Please contact James Brendlinger at 407 -746 -9029 or at 

LHTC4937@gmail.com to arrange for pick up.  

http://www.highschoolsports.net/
http://www.c2cschools.com/
mailto:Jeffrey_Myers@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:Yohan@timbercreativegroup.com
mailto:Amy_Bassinger@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:Manser_Kierstead@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:Paul_Giambalvo@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:Thomas_Kreahling@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:Thomas_Oliver@scps.k12.fl.us
mailto:Scott%20Leman@scps.k12.fl.us
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 1. Have your child teach you some slang 

he and his friends use. 

 2. Ask your child how she feels the 

school year is going so far. 

 3. Talk with your child about a current 

event that is happening outside 

your country. How could it affect you? 

 4. Put an encouraging note in your 

childôs lunch or backpack. 

 5. Encourage your child to think about 

abstract concepts, like character. 

 6. Take a compass with you in the car. 

Let your child keep track of which 

direction youôre going 

 7. Discuss the many meanings of 

ñtime.ò ñItôs time for dinner,ò ñI had the 

time of my life.ò Think of other examples. 

 8. Celebrate National Popcorn Poppinô 

Month with your child! 

 9. When your child brings home a test, 

notice which answers he got right. 

Help him think about how he succeeded. 

 10. We celebrate Columbus Day today. 

Remind your child that Columbus 

spotted America in 1492. 

 11. Ask your child what she likes best 

about each of her friends. 

 12. Take a trip to the library. Show your 

child a book you loved at his age. 

 13. Say to your child, ñIf thereôs 

anything you need to talk about, remember 

Iôm here to listen.ò 

 14. Show your child how to break large 

assignments into small parts. 

 15. Tell your child that you truly believe 

she can be successful. 

 16. Shop for groceries with your child. 

Use math to find the best deals. 

 17. Ask your child to figure out how 

often his heart beats in a minute. 

(Count beats for 15 seconds. Multiply by 

four.) 

 18. Give your child a genuine 

compliment. Make it specific, such as, 

ñYou 

have pretty handwriting.ò 

 19. Have your child practice shaking 

hands and making 

eye contact. It will make social situations 

easier. 

 20. Browse through your childôs text 

books. Talk 

about what sheôs studying. 

 21. Ask your child which of his classes 

he finds most 

interesting. 

 22. Itôs Make a Difference Day. Talk 

about ways your family could make 

your community a nicer place. 

 23. Help your child focus on positive 

aspects of failure. 

 24. Start a family scrapbook. 

 25. See how many words you can use to 

describe the dayôs weather. For 

example: foggy, cloudy, humid, wet, 

stifling. 

 26. Teach your child about empathy. 

Help her think about how others feel. 

 27. Talk with your child about the 

importance of self-respect. 

 28. Ask your child about his hardest 

class. What might make it easier? 

 29. Teach your child a literary term, 

such as onomatopoeia. (Words that 

sound like the objects or actions they refer 

toðbuzz, drip, swoosh.) 

 30. Plan one-on-one time with your 

child today. 

 31. Suggest a few activities that your 

child can do alone. 

 1. Encourage your child to go to school 

dances and 

plays. Itôs a great way to meet new friends. 

 2. Helping kids with homework can be 

tough. 

Ask your child to teach you one of the 

lessons. 

 3. Start a family bulletin board. 

Everyone can post 

things they find interesting. Talk about the 

posts. 

 4. Visit the library with your child. 

Check out some books to read over the 

weekend. 

 5. Ask your child, ñWhatôs the most 

hectic part of our day?ò Brainstorm 

about how to make it more organized. 

 6. Look through the classified ads with 

your child. Does she see her dream 

job? What about it appeals to her? 

 7. Remind your child of a time when 

persistence helped him succeed. 

 8. Itôs election day in the U.S. Talk to 

your child about voting. 

 9. Ask your child to turn on lively music 

during chore time. 

 10. Together, find a new word in the 

dictionary. Use it three times today. 

 11. Schedule some one-on-one time 

with your child this month. 

 12. Allow your child to rearrange her 

room. Show respect for her choices. 

 13. Can your child make change for a 

dollar using different combinations 

of coins? 

 14. Tell your child at least twice a day 

that you love him. Before and after 

school are good times. 

 15. Think of some phrases, such as 

ñBeauty is only skin deepò and 

ñWinning isnôt everything.ò Discuss what 

they mean. 

 16. Talk with your child about whether 

her classes are challenging enough 

for her. 

 17. When your child voices an opinion, 

ask him why he feels that way. 

 18. Take your child to a high school 

sporting event. Talk about her goals 

for high school. 

 19. Let your child plan an entire meal, 

as long as he includes important 

food groups. Then cook it together. 

 20. Ask your child what she would do 

with a million dollars. 

 21. Give your child a journal. 

Remember that itôs for his eyes only! 

 22. Take your child to a service station. 

Make sure she knows how to check 

the oil and fill the tank with gasoline. 

 23. Ask your child to name two ways he 

can be a better friend. 

 24. At dinner, have each family member 

name three things he or she is 

thankful for. 

 25. Set a TV schedule with your child. 

 26. Encourage your child to write a 

letter to a long-distance relative. 

 27. Ask your childôs opinion on 

something. Show respect for her views. 

 28. Suggest that your child keep a 

homework diary. Which study methods 

work best for him? 

 29. Let your child choose from a list of 

chores. 

 30. Ask your child a specific question 

about school, such as ñWhich class 

is your favorite?ò

 



Lake Howell High School Attendance Policy  
 

Pursuant to Florida Statute 232.0 I, a high school student enrolled in Seminole County Public Schools who is under the age of 16 is 
required to attend school regularly during the entire term. Pursuant to Florida Statute 230.22(2), the School Board of Seminole 
County, Florida, has adopted a Compulsory Attendance Policy, File JEA, which states, "A student is expected to attend all school 
ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÅØÃÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÐÒÏÐÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȢ Ȱ#,!33 !44%.$!.#% $%&INED Lake Howell High School students must be in 
attendance for 80 hours of instruction in order to receive ½ credit. Class attendance is defined as the student being present and in 
class for at least ninety (90) percent of an assigned class period. Students who are not in attendance the required 80 hours may not 
receive credit for the class.  If a student has 6 or more unexcused absences in period(s) 1-6 and 8 or more in period 7, then the 
students must follow all of the stated guidelines to determine if credit will be awarded.  

GUIDELINES TO RECEIVE CREDIT FOR STUDENTS WITH 6 or more UNEXCUSED ABSENCES in Periods 1-6,  and 8 or 
more UNEXCUSED ABSENCES in Period 7: 

1. Students have one day of makeup time for one day of absence. If a student is absent on Monday, make up work is due 
on Wednesday.    For example, a student who is absent Wednesday and Thursday during the school week, make up 
work is due the following Tuesday.   All make -up work must be completed and turned in to be eligible to receive 
credit for th e class. 

2. 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÏÒ ×ÏÒË ÁÓÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ Ô×Ï ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ×ÅÅËÓ ɉρπ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÄÁÙÓɊ ÉÎ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ Á ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅ, will  
be due on the designated date.   An assignment turned in after the due date, will be graded by the teacher.   After the 
teacher has determined the quantitative/qualitative grade, the final grade may be reduced by no more than one letter 
grade for each day the assignment was turned in late. 

3. The student must have a passing average in order to receive credit for the class. 
4. Make-up time for unexcused absences must be made up by the designated date by the attendance office.  Credit will 

not be awarded if student does not make up time.  
5. All documented community service hours must be completed and turned in to the appropriate person by the end of 

the semester.   

   *** ALL STUDENTS MUST CHECK IN AND/OR OUT OF SCHOOL DURING THE SCHOOL DAY THROUGH THE 
ATTENDANCE OFFICE. FAILURE TO FOLLOW SCHOOL ATTENDANCE POLICY CAN RESULT IN DISCIPLINARY ACTION.  
Although a student may be granted permission to leave campus, the student will not be excused unless a doctor's note or other 
appropriate documentation (as listed below) is submitted to the attendance office upon return to school. All students, as well 
as those over compulsory attendance age, shall be expected to provide documentation for an absence to be considered 
excused. Late documentation will not be accepted. After an absence, immediately upon return to school but no later than five 
(5) school days following an absence, students must provide the school with documentation indicating that one of the 
following has occurred if they wish the absence(s) to be excused: 
1. Medical treatment by a licensed physician 
2. Observance of a religious holiday. 
3. Law enforcement order or court subpoena 
4. Death of a family member 
5. Natural disaster 
6. Traffic accident that directly involved the student 
7. Extraordinary circumstances or situations, prearranged and with Principal permission. *F.S.232.09.                                                          
 

(NOTE: It is understood that on every occasion of sickness, a student will not require medical attention by a licensed health care 
professional. Lake Howell High School will accept 5 parent notes regarding illnesses for each semester. Short term, non-chronic 
illnesses may be documented/explained via a signed parent note. In such circumstance, the student shall suffer no academic 
penalty, provided that all course work, examinations, etc. are made up within a reasonable period of time as defined below. Should 
the principal or persons in charge of schools reasonably suspect an abuse of this provision, they may require documentation from 
a "licensed practicing physician" as described in F.S.232.09 (4)as a condition for declaring the student's absence for illness 
excused.) B. Students will be considered to be in attendance when participating in school activities or with permission, when they 
are attending to school- related business. 
 

On Demand Yearbooks On Sale Nowé 

Order Yours Today!  
Reserve a copy of Win gs 2012 for $55  (book only) or  

$60  (book with studentõs name stamped on the front cover). 

Option #1:  To pay with a credit card:  Visit Lake Howellõs website and click on òPaySchools.ó 

Option #2:  To pay with cash or check:  See Ms. Pemoulie in Guidance an ytime or Ms. Franzese in room 1 -214  



Skyward Family  Access 

 
Family Access is the current system that SCPS uses to display attendance, assignments and grades to a parent via a web applic ation. 

If you wish to use Family Access, the application can be found on the Lake Howell home page.   If y ou have children in multiple 

Seminole County Schools, you only need to register at one school.  

 

One of the outstanding features of Family Access is that as soon as an assignment, grade, or attendance is entered in the gra de 

book, it is immediately availab le to you in Family Access. All data is updated instantaneously.   Family Access will help you stay 

informed about your studentõs progress and attendance.  

 

Media Center Updates  

 
The Lake Howell Media Center is proud to announce the addition of a new elec tronic library powered 

by Overdrive. Students can now check out electronic books and digital audio books to their favorite 

devices using their student id number.  Visit the school web page for more information or view the 

library at http://seminole.lib.ove rdrive.com.  Be sure to download the Overdrive app.   

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

November 16, 2011  Progress Reports  

November 23 - 25, 2011  Thanksgiving Break  

December 12, 2011  Algebra EOC PM  

December 14, 2011  Writing State Field Test  

December 19 - 21, 2011  Exam Week  (Early Dismissal)  

December 22 & 23, 2011  No school for students  

December 26 - January 6  No school for students  

January 9, 2012  3rd  Quarter  

January 16, 2012  Schools Closed  

February 8, 2012  Progress Reports  

February 2 0, 2012  Schools Closed  

February 28, 2012  FCAT Writes  

March 13, 2012  Nine Weeks Tests  

March 16, 2012  No School for Students  

March 19 - 23, 2012  Spring Break  

March 26, 2012  4 th  Qtr  

April 6, 2012  Schools Closed  

April 16, 2012  FCAT Reading  

April 30, 2012  American History EOC Field Tests  

May 2, 2012  Progress Reports  

May 7  ð 17, 2012  AP Testing  

May 7, 2012  Algebra and Biology, EOCs  

May 25, 29 - 30 Early Dismissal ð Exam Week for Underclass  

May 28  No School for Students  

May 30, 2012  Graduation / Last day of underclass student attendance  

May 31, 2012  No School for Students  



 


